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here is something verterable about an old
mill building, infused by the daily labor of
generations of workers now long gone. An

¢ .historie structure, weathered and worn, fits into the
FMlandscape after years of settling and accommodat-
ing the land beneath; this can be especially true of a
former factory built on a riverbank. The timbers and
the floorboards—the good bones of an aged space—

" acquire a warm patina impossible to replicate in new
construction. Across the Berkshires, fine old factories
and mills have been repurposed into homes and mu-
seums and offices, making contemporary use of the
best of our past.

The offices of William Caligari Interlor Design are in just
such a building, on the busy Main Street in Great Barrington,
Massachusetts, The facade of the two-story building, the sid-
g a dark brown and the trim painted black, is quite plain; the
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first floor is ocoupled by Out OF Hand, a home-goods retailer, 08
and Caligari’s business fills the second story. %

==

The entrance Lo the second-floor business is marked by two . 998
modest signs. A step into the small vestibule, however, reveals: &
rich red walls; al the Lop of the stairs is an inviting sealing area E
wilh deep wine-colored walls, handsome old hardwood Noors,
and an open ceiling of original dark wooden beams. A classic, v
comfortable burgundy sofa is flanked by a pair of contempo-
rary chairs covered in emerald-green velvel. Eighteen black 58
anid white ink drawings of Barogue musicians, in matehing
black lrames, are organized over the sofa, and a framed piece
ol red brocade fabric warms the wall outside Caligari’s office.

This is, not surprisingly, some of the coolest office space in
the Berkshires, with a simple brown, black, and white palette
for the walls and furniture, punetuated by deep colors in the
well-chosen selections of artwork. William Caligari, manag-
ing principal of the firm, is tall, spare; and elegant; his voice is
low and well-modulated as he conduets an informal tour of the
space, beginning with his office. :

A large, elaborately carved door forms part of the wall SESL
behind Caligari’s desk. It's an eighteenth-century piece from
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Portugal that he fbl-tlldlll Ticsofigdrizona. Caligari de-

_signed ‘the trim aroumd the door and added a classic

“Corinthian column, made of wood, at.the corner. It’s an
audacious mix of styles and periods that works beautiful-
ly. This combination of styles is one of Lnllj., ari's strengths
as a designer. “It%s an art, not & science,” he explains, “It's
hard to do; you really have to pay attentibn. It’s easy to
make mistakes. When you're successful with that look,
you're really suceesstul.”

The building, purchased by Caligari in 2002, is mid-
nineteenth-century post-and-beam, and was onee a dye
factory involved in the manufacture of uniforms for the
Civil War. The front of the building faces the street, and

. the back rises straight up from the bank of the Housatonic

«  River, “The air quality is great because of the greenery
and the river,” says Caligarl. “We get visitors {rom the
river: bals onee or twice a month and, sometimes, enor-
mous bugs.”

' Like many former mills, the second floor in Caligari’s

huilding offered a large, open space with tremendous po-

tential. “The design direction was clear-when Lsaw the
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needed to be de d and build on the
strengths that here."”

orking with an his-

toric structure a double-edged sword;

problem to

5 is a difficult challenge,

ironmmental contamination

potential problem. When

i bought the building, he took

there was lead in the soll along
bank, probably from the nine
teenth century. Alter extensive testing,
completed.
e project, in
. the
vation, and furnishing, Caligari re
ras less Lhan $750.000. Caligari
& gne resrel aboul Lhe renovali
wnked Lo bulld a I1||I|:.‘.|||.'I. T his
fice over the river and decided agains!
It, “1 thourht it was a little Loo over
the top. Now I'm sorry.” Other than
that, Caligari sayvs he's very lucky,
saving thal interior design firms usu-
.|||_'|. don't have the ry of so much
space. Clients who visi

impressed.
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A Berkshire native, Caligari received

his formal training at the New York

i i ) School ol Interior Design. He had success

What 15 your t'w'_"”t"" in Lthe city, but returned Lo the Berkshires

prodfictivity tool? in 1989 to start his own firm—Lenox

My planner is my most useful pro- Design Resources. The name changed

ductivity tool. It is how | arganize my ;
time. It's faster than using an elec-

tranic device, and it does not lock up,

to William Caligari Interior Design in
20004, The firm specializes in hospitality

have a dead battery, or shut down. and high-end residential; Caligari has
Also, | can sketch in it or write down been the designer of record for Canyon
field dimensions, Ranch Resorts, here and in Tueson, for

fourteen years.

In designing the office space in the re-
stored dye factory, Caligari and his team
approached the project as if they were
their own clients. Caligari wanted, first,
function; and second, flexibility. “The

What books have had an impact
on how you do business?

Would Steven Pressfield’s book about
the battle of Thermopylae count? |
hate business-related books.

What's been playing on your flexibility is important,” says Caligari,
iPod lately? “hecause in this business, [ knew there
| don't have an iPod, but | have been would be times when there are three or
listening to Leopard Cohen in my car four of us and times when there would

) be twelve or fourteen of us.” The decor
What is the Berkshire-based

business that you most admire
and why?

Guido's. It's well-run, owner-operated,
offers excellent quality, it's consistent,

reflects his personal aesthetic; the space
planning and workflow reflect the team.
The second-floor space is basically
two enormous rooms, with Caligari's
it's community-oriented; and a great office and I'ilu- reception area m‘l{'.hnrirlj:
value. 1% one of the ditferentiator the center. Tall, narrow windows line the

for the Berkshires. You can't get better walls front and back: the back-facing
windows overlook the river. The window

Busingss Park oF THE BERKSHIRES

Nearly 120 mules equidistant from Boston
and New York, this campus-style park; once
completed, will be centrally located in the
beautiful Berkshires, adjacent wo the city cen-
ter and residental neighborhoods, Creaned
through a unque privare/ public parmership
berween GE and the Ciey of Pinsfield, che
William Stanley Business Park will have a
strong sense of New England and historic
derails. Office, industrial and research build
ings will be ser on tree-lined sereers with land-
scapes of native plantings, pedestrian paths
and a bike pach, This project is both well

funded and supported by a host of potential

rax, training and building assistance Erants

from local, state and Privaie Sources

For more information contact Tom Hickey,
Direcoor of PEDA, 80 Kellogg 51, Pinshield,
MA 01201 41 3-494-7332; thickey@peda.cc
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treatments arc simple brown wood Venetian blinds with
black tapes. The library, with its shelves of resource mate-
rials, is at Lhe north end of the space; al the south end, the

space is more flexible, with a conference area and worksta-
Lions for larger projects,

The library, described by Caligari as the “ereative cen

r," has eighl workstations; the dividers, topped with el-

egant molding, are upholstered, providing a place Lo pin
up artwork and swatehes, There are Lowering shell’ units
for the extracrdinary collection of fabrie swatches, cata-
logs, paint samples, wood finishes, granite and marble,
window treatments, and more. “The library enables me Lo
run this business three hours from New York or Boston,”
Caligari says. I go to New York once a month, but here,
1 have thousands of samples neatly organized. It's a valu-
able tool.”

The library area is highly driven by function. *We need
e some acoustical privacy and large spaces for people to
lay out finishes and materials,” Caligari says. “Everyone
needs a computer; many alse need computers thal use
AutoCAT, which produces twenty-four by thirly-six-inch
drawings.” Those workstations have a table that can ac-
commaodate the large drawings.

A larpe, counter-height work island dominates. the
room, with a storage area below and above, a light soffil,
suspended on chains from the ceiling, which offers halogen,

m
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fluorescent, or incandescent lighting, the better to evaluate
color and fabric choices in the proper light.

As Lhe Lour of the building eontinues, the air condition
ing kicks on. Instead of traditional ductwork, a long, inflat
able tube made of a black polymer labric is suspended from
the ceiling, attached to a system of cables with shiny metal
clips. The black fabric ducts inflate with a papery, lutter
ing sound, and the cool air is distributed by way of circles

cut in the sides of the bag. “1 didn’t want to run ductwork
in the space,” Caligari explains, He asked his staff Lo re

search some oplions, and the inflatable fabric was the least
expensive choiee. It is also unobtrusive, lightweight, and
ensy to install.

While the library appears to be all business, the sec-
ond large space at the south end of the building is more
inviting, almost like an open atelier. The original ceiling
is visible, the heavy beams highlighted by industrial-style
lighting fixtures. The center of the space is defined by a
large red Oriental rug, accenbed in eream and blue. A sleek

black marble-topped oblong table is flanked by modern
i E-Lop] 15 v : Whaling Ir-]ulrlu LLC

S dduplew | Ave, Pintsfield
4-] 3. H _.148.)
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chrome and black leather chairs, The staff and volunteers
of the Berkshire International Film Festival used this area
to mount their weekend evenl in May.

The conference area is set apart from the workstations

by a system of cream canvas panels, like sails;, suspended
A |
from the beams by cables, clips, and grommets. The angled
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top edges allow air to circulate freely. “You
can use nautical eable and canvas very
easily to make partitions,” says Caligari.
“We had our upholsterers take thirty-two-
ounce canvas and put grommets in it. We
bought nautical cable and had our drapery
installers put it up in one day. It's a neat
aesthetic.”

A row of matte hlack bookeases, shield-
ing some of the workstations, is topped by a
row of thriving bamboo plants in glass pots.
An additional piece that contributes to the
flexibility of the space is an cnormous five-
fold screen that marks Lhe room’s center; it
boasts a reproduction of the painting, The
Horse Fair by Rosa Bonhgur.

The visual surprises make these offices
so appealing, Carefully restored beams,
more than a hundred years old, are il-
luminated by high-tech industrial light-
ing. Contemporary ergonomic chrome and
leather chairs are placed on an antique
Persian rug. And a set of white canvas sails
stands in for the walls of a conference area.
A harmonious interaction of innovative
materials, contemporary furnishings, and
a classic setting are all blended together in
the service of the very real work that is ac-
complished in this space. HESE

Lesley Ann Beck s managing editor of BBQ:
Berkshire Business Quarterly.
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